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Introduction:  

Our mission is to combine the highest quality learning alongside the well-being of 

every individual so that each student matures into a decent, disciplined and 

principled young adult, equipped for a rewarding position in the twenty-first century. 

We achieve this by placing the learning and well-being of each student at the centre of 

every action we take and every decision we make.  OFSTED recognised that “no child 

slips through the net” of care and related that they had never seen students so proud 

of their Academy. 

Kidsgrove Secondary School is a happy school where: 

• Students feel safe and enjoy excellent relationships with staff 

• Students are supportive, loyal to their peers and possess a strong sense of fair 

play 

• Students are encouraged to do the right thing 

• Students are generous to their local community, national and international 

charities 

• Students are especially proud to promote the welfare of all animals 

All staff and governors at Kidsgrove Secondary School will do their best to meet the 

special educational needs of all pupils who attend our school in order that “every 

child reaches their full potential  and goes on to make a successful transition to 

adulthood and the world of further/higher education, training or work”  

The following information outlines what we will do if your child has a special 

educational need and is our response to frequently asked questions: 

 

 

 

 



 

SEND Team 

Mrs K Mitchell SENCO/Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mr Till  Asst SENCO/Progress Lead previously worked within a 
special school setting. 

Mrs Beard HLTA/ Cover supervisor/inclusion support and learning coach.   

Mrs Hardaker  HLTA/ Cover supervisor/inclusion support and learning coach.   

Mrs D Masters Teaching Assistant assigned as English and Literacy SEND 
link. 

Mrs L Podmore Teaching Assistant Maths SEND link/Emotional Coach Co-
Ordinator 

Mrs D West  Teaching Assistant Science SEND link – lexia Co-ordinator 

How does the school 
know if my 
son/daughter needs 
extra help? 
 

We know when pupils need help if: 
• Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers, or the 

pupil’s previous school  
• A pupil asks for help  
• Tracking of attainment outcomes indicate a lack of 

progress  

• Baseline testing. 
• Graduated response referral and tracking forms 
• Pupil observation indicates that they have additional needs 

in one of the following four areas: 
   

1. Communication and interaction 
2. Cognition and learning 
3. Social, mental and emotional health 
4. Sensory/physical  
 

What should I do if I 
think my child may 
have a special 
educational need? 
 

If you have concerns, then please make an appointment to 
discuss these with your child’s Head of Learning.  This then 
may result in a referral to the school SENCO, Karen Mitchell 
or Mr Till.  (Telephone: 01782 948250) 
All parents will be listened to.  Their views and their 
aspirations for their child will be central to the assessment and 
provision that is provided by the school 
 

How will the school 
support my child? 
 

 

• All pupils will be provided with high quality teaching that is 
differentiated to meet 
the diverse needs of all learners.   

• Pupils with a disability will be provided with “reasonable 
adjustments” in order to increase their access to the taught 
curriculum.  

• The quality of teaching is monitored through a number of 
processes that includes: 
1. classroom observation by the senior leadership team, 

the SENCO and external verifiers  
2. ongoing assessment of progress made by pupil in 

specific intervention groups 
3. work sampling on a termly basis. 
4. scrutiny of planning. 
5. teacher meetings with the SENCO  



6. pupil and parent feedback when reviewing target 
attainment 

7. whole school pupil progress tracking  
8. attendance and behaviour records  

• Information on the quality of teaching will be collated in a 
report to governors and shared with parents in the SEN 
Information Report  

• All pupils have individual curriculum targets set in line with 
national outcomes to ensure ambition.  These are 
discussed with parents at events such as Parents’ 
Evenings and pupils’ attainments to meet these targets are 
tracked using the whole school tracking system.   

• Pupils who are failing to make expected levels of progress 
are identified very quickly and are discussed regularly at 
departmental planning meetings and termly meetings that 
are undertaken between the class/subject teacher and a 
member of the Senior Leadership team.  

• Where it is decided that action is required to support 
increased rates of progress, this will follow an assess, 
plan, do and review model 

• An individual assessment of the pupil will be undertaken in 
order to make an accurate assessment of their needs.  
Parents will always be invited to this early discussion to 
support the identification of action to improve outcomes.  

• Additional action to increase the rate of progress will be 
then identified and recorded that will include a review of 
the impact of the differentiated teaching being provided to 
the child and, if required, provision to the teacher of 
additional strategies to further support the success of the 
pupil.   

• If review of the action taken indicates that “additional to 
and different from” support will be required, then the views 
of all involved including the parents and the pupil will be 
obtained and appropriate evidence-based interventions 
identified, recorded and implemented by the class/subject 
teacher with advice from the SENCO.  

• Parents will be informed that the school considers their 
child may require SEN support and their partnership 
sought in order to improve attainments.  

• SEN support will be recorded on a plan that will identify a 
clear set of expected outcomes, which will include 
stretching and relevant academic and developmental 
targets (including, for older children and young people, 
targets around preparing for adulthood – all students in 
year 11 have a 1:1 careers guidance interview with a 
written action plan). Progress towards these outcomes is 
regularly tracked and reviewed with parents and pupils, in 
line with the Academy’s Monitoring and Achievement 
Policy.  

• If progress rates are still judged to be inadequate despite 
the delivery of high-quality interventions, advice will be 
sought from external agencies regarding strategies to best 
meet the specific needs of a pupil.  This will only be 
undertaken after parental permission has been obtained. 



• For a very small percentage of pupils, whose needs are 
significant and complex and the special educational 
provision required to meet their needs cannot reasonably 
be provided from within the school’s own resources, a 
request will be made to the local authority to conduct an 
assessment of education, health and care needs.  This 
may result in an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan 
being provided. 

 

How will the curriculum 
be matched to my 
child’s needs? 
 

Teachers plan using pupils’ achievement levels, differentiating 
work to better match ability to work provided for all pupils in 
the classroom.  When a pupil has been identified as having 
special needs, their work will be further differentiated by the 
class teacher to remove barriers to learning and enable them 
to access the curriculum more easily.   In addition, they will be 
provided with additional support that may include specialised 
equipment or resources, ICT and/or additional adult help.  

 

How will I know how 
my child is doing? 
 

Attainments towards the identified outcomes will be shared 
with parents termly through the school reporting system and 
Parents’ Evenings.  Parents may also find the home-school 
diary a useful tool to use to communicate with school staff. 
Parents are encouraged to arrange an appointment to discuss 
their child’s progress with the Class Teacher, the Head of 
Learning, the SENCO or a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  Please contact a member of staff via the school office 
on 01782 948250. 
 

 
How can I support my 
child’s learning? 
 

Please look at the school website.  It can be found at 
https://kidsgrovesecondary.org.uk/ and includes links to 
websites and resources that we have found useful in 
supporting parents to help their child learn at home.  In 
addition, the termly newsletter identifies what is happening in 
the Academy and achievements within the local community.   
 
The class/subject teacher or SENCO may also suggest 
additional ways of supporting your child’s learning. The single 
biggest factor which will influence your child’s progress is to 
read on a daily basis, even for as little as ten minutes a day.  
Students who struggle with reading and are reluctant readers 
will need help with this. 
 
The Academy organises a number of parent workshops during 
the year.  These are widely advertised, also appear on our 
website and aim to provide useful opportunities for parents to 
learn more about the curriculum that is being offered to their 
child. 
 

What support is 
available for my child’s 
overall well-being? 
 

The school offers a wide variety of pastoral support for pupils. 
These include:  
• An evaluated Personal Health Social Education (PHSE) 

curriculum that aims to provide pupils with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills they need to enhance their 
emotional and social knowledge and well-being.  Please 

https://kidsgrovesecondary.org.uk/


visit our website to see the topics that are included within 
this area of the curriculum. .   

• Small group evidence-led interventions to support pupils’ 
wellbeing are delivered to targeted pupils and groups.  
These are identified on our provision maps located on the 
school website and aim to support improved interaction 
skills, emotional resilience and wellbeing.  

• Pupils who find outside class times difficult are provided 
with alternative small group opportunities within the school.  

• The school has gained Healthy School status which 
evidences the work undertaken within the school to 
supports pupils’ wellbeing and mental health.   

• The school has completed the Anti-bullying Pledge and is 
audited annually for its provision in regard to ensuring 
pupils safety by external agencies. 

 

 
Pupils with medical 
needs  
 

 
 
Our aim is to ensure that all children with medical conditions, 
in terms of both physical and mental health, are properly 
supported so that they can take a full and active role in school 
life, remain healthy and achieve their academic potential. 
 
Where applicable, pupils with medical needs will be provided 
with a detailed Health Care Plan, compiled by the school 
nurse in partnership with parents and, if appropriate, the pupil 
themselves. All medicine administration procedures adhere to 
the LA policy and DfE guidelines included within “Supporting 
pupils at school with medical conditions” (DfE) 2014.     
 

 
What specialist 
services and expertise 
are accessed by the 
school? 
 

 
The following services are available for consultation: 
1. Special Educational Needs Support Service (SENSS)   
2. Behaviour Support Service  
3. Autism Outreach Team  
4. Hearing Impairment Specialist Service  
5. Visual Impairment Specialist Service 
6. Educational Psychologist Service  
7. Educational Welfare Officer  
8. Emotional Coaching 
9. Physical and disability support service  
10. Social Services  
11. School Nurse  
12. CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service)  
13. Local Support Team 
 

What training are the 
staff supporting 
children with SEND 
had or are having? 
 

Training is delivered to staff at three levels: awareness, 
enhanced and specialist.   
 
 

• awareness - to give a basic awareness of a particular 
type of SEN, appropriate for all staff who will come into 
contact with a child or young person with that type of 
SEN 



 

• enhanced – how to adapt teaching and learning to 
meet a particular type of SEN, for class/subject 
teachers and teaching assistants working directly with 
the child or young person on a regular basis 

 

• specialist – in-depth training about a particular type of 
SEN, for staff who will be advising and supporting 
those with enhanced-level skills and knowledge  

 
Teaching Assistant training: 
The role of the outstanding TA 
Outstanding Behaviour support 
Outstanding Numeracy support 
Outstanding Literacy support 
The outstanding TAs toolkit 
Update for 2016 report – JCQ access arrangements training 
for staff 12/5/16 
Precision teaching EP 
Whole school staff awareness training delivered by: 
 

• Hearing Impaired Specialist Support Service 

• Autism Outreach Team 
 
In addition, all staff complete level 1 Child Protection Training 
and the designated Child Protection Officers (Karen Mitchell) 
attend refresher level 2 training. All staff take part in relevant 
training in order to meet individual needs. 
 
 

 
How will my child be 
included in activities 
outside the classroom, 
including school trips? 
 

 
Risk assessments/Care Plans are put in place to enable all 
children to participate in activities both in and out of school.  
The school is advised by the Physical Disability Support 
Service and/or School Nurse when developing risk 
assessments/care plans and meetings take place with 
parents/carers to discuss in detail the support strategies and 
recommendations to enable full access and participation 
wherever possible. 
 

 
How accessible is the 
school environment? 
 

The following adaptations have been made to the school 
environment:  
 
• Allocated disabled parking spaces    
• Ramps have replaced the two steps into school to ensure 

the site is accessible to all.  
• One toilet has been adapted to ensure accessibility for 

visitors with a disability  
• A medical room is available for students who need to do 

blood testing/administer insulin 
 
Our Accessibility Plan, which describes the actions the school 
has taken to increase access to the environment/the 



curriculum/printed information, is available via the school 
website.  
The school is not fully accessible for wheelchair users due to 
its many steps and stairs.  However, there is lift access in the 
main building and ramp access to most out-building areas.  
Disabled toilet facilities are located in the main school building. 
 

How will the school 
prepare and support 
my child when joining 
or transferring to a new 
school? 
 

• A planned programme of visits is arranged in the summer 
term for pupils starting the following September.    

• Parent/carers are invited to a meeting at the school and 
are provided with a range of information to support them in 
enabling their child to settle into the school routine.    

• If pupils are transferring from another school, the previous 
school records will be requested and a meeting will be set 
up with parents to identify and alleviate any concerns.  

• The transition programme in place for pupils in year 6 
provides a number of opportunities for pupils and parents 
to meet staff in the new school.  These opportunities are 
further enhanced for pupils with SEN and include extra 
visits to discuss concerns and strategies, for example 
Autism Outreach Team transition booklet/school 
map/photographs taken/mentor assigned.  

• The Primary Liaison Lead attends all year 5 transitional 
reviews for pupils with a Statement of SEN/EHC Plan.  

• For pupils with special educational needs, the Assistant 
SENCO meets with primary SENCOs to discuss pupils’ 
needs in order to ensure a smooth transition.   

• All vulnerable students receive supplementary guidance as 
they prepare for the next phase of 
education/employment/training. 

 

How are the school’s 
resources allocated 
and matched to 
children’s special 
educational needs? 
 

 
The school receives funding to respond to the needs of pupils 
with SEND from a number of sources:  
 
A proportion of the funds allocated per pupil to the school to 
provide for their education (the Age Weighted Pupil Unit). The 
Notional SEN budget.  The Pupil Premium funding for pupils 
who meet specific criteria.  In addition, for those pupils with the 
most complex needs, the school may be allocated Additional 
Educational Needs funding.   
 
Funding is used to provide the equipment and facilities to 
support pupils with special educational needs and disabilities 
through:  
 
• In-class support from teaching assistants  
• Small group support from teaching assistants e.g. nurture 

groups, literacy and numeracy support  
• Specialist support from teachers  
• Bought in support from external agencies e.g. access 

arrangement assessment  
• Provision of specialist resources  
• CPD relating to SEND for staff  



 

How is the decision 
made about how much 
support my child will 
receive? 
 

 
For pupils with SEN but without a Statement of SEN/EHCP 
(Education Health and Care Plan), the decision regarding the 
support required will be taken at meetings attended by the 
SENCO/Assistant SENCO/Heads of Learning/Class 
Teacher/Teaching Assistants/Learning Coaches and 
consultation with parents/carers.  For pupils with a Statement 
of Special Educational Need/EHCP, this decision will be 
reached when the plan is being produced or at annual review.   
 

How will I be involved 
in discussions about 
and planning for my 
child’s education? 
 

Consultation with parents helps define what resources, targets 
and actions are most appropriate in meeting pupil needs.  This 
may be through discussions with the Subject Teacher, the 
SENCO/Assistant SENCO/Head of Learning or a member of 
the Senior Leadership Team. 
 

Who can I contact for 
further information or if 
I have any concerns? 
 

 
If you wish to discuss your child’s educational needs or are 
unhappy about something regarding your child’s schooling 
please contact the following:  
 
• Head of Learning 
• SENCO/Mr Till 
• Head of School 
• For complaints please contact the school to follow the 

complaints procedure. 
 

 

Support services for parents of pupils with SEN include:   
 

• Parent Partnership 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/
home.aspx  

• If you have a general enquiry, would like to speak to one of the team or a parent wanting 
to request information and support please telephone 01785 356921 during office 
hours.  Alternatively email on spps@staffordshire.gov.uk.    

• Parent In The Know newsletters 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/
newsletter/newsletters.aspx   

 

What is the Local Offer? 

From September 2014 every Local Authority is required to publish information about 

services they expect to be available in their area for children and young people from birth to 

25 years of age who have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and also 

services outside the area which they expect children and young people from their area will 

use. 

The Staffordshire Marketplace is the directory of wellbeing and support services, activities 

and events for all ages across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent.  It is the main source of 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/home.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/home.aspx
mailto:spps@staffordshire.gov.uk
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/newsletter/newsletters.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/newsletter/newsletters.aspx


information to support the local offer and it will help people find, compare and make informed 

choices about the resources available to them. 

Who is it for? 

The Local Offer is primarily designed for use by parents/carers and children and young 

people with SEND.  It will make it easier to find out what you need to know and to locate the 

services nearest to you and most suitable in meeting particular needs.  It also includes 

information on giving feedback, raising issues and concerns and making a complaint. 

Further information can be found via: 

http://www.staffordshirecares.info/pages/my-disability/children-additional-needs/send-

reforms/Local-offer/Local-Offer.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.staffordshirecares.info/pages/my-disability/children-additional-needs/send-reforms/Local-offer/Local-Offer.aspx
http://www.staffordshirecares.info/pages/my-disability/children-additional-needs/send-reforms/Local-offer/Local-Offer.aspx

